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Aftermath of the San Francisco Case;
Canine Training and Behavior ?

‘here are very few dog

owners who didn’t hive a

strong emotional reaction
to the recent dog mauling case that
cost Digne Whipple her life. Many
of us consider our dogs 10 be our
children, or at the least, a
cherished family member. The
concept of dogs being used as
wedpons, o suddenty going
berserk and attacking, is
horrifying. Buot just as frightening
is the reality that any diog wha is
trained with harsh methods could
end up “mrning” o0 4 parson jusl
as easily us Bane and Hera did,
even if the resulting injuries e
Nt as severe,

Mot people view dog trdming
a5 hasic obedience, which is
usaally leamed in a group class.
Then there ave behavior ssues
ranging from mild, such as
jumping up, o severe, such as
ageression toward other dogs or
people. These are usually
addressed one-on-one, What is not
common knowledge is thene 15
preat pange of training
philosophies and technigquas.
Depending on which methods a
frainer uses, the results can include
life-changing effects on your dog’s
emotional and psychological
stale—anil therefore, is
hehavior—ior better or worse,

One long-standing technigue
seill used by many trainers is the
“alpha roll.” The dog is forced
onto its back. The person then
growls at it, stares at it (o threat in
the animal kingdom), of just wiiits
fior the dog to stop strugaling and

submit. The dog s submission is
ke, The technigue is meant o
establish who is boss, and is
suppesedly based on the way
wiolves in the wild correct cach
other, Guess what? They don't!
Studies by early ethologists whi
believed wolves alpha-rolled
each other were later disproved.
What wolves really do is muesle-
pin each other, which means
taking ones' jaws and placing
them gently over the muzzle of
the offender. The offending wolf
then voluntarily submits, That's
an important distinction, All o
human is doing when alpha
rolling a dog is teaching that dog
physical strength is the way 1o
get what you want. Add is that
renally whinl we want to teach a
pup who wall grow up to be o
sturdy, confident 90 pound
Rottweiler? Remember this:
Apgression begets agoression.

Punishment appears to work
mmediately, but what it really
does 1 temporarily suppress
hehavior, Let's say T have an
annoying habit of humming unde
my breath, [ you pot a gun w my
head and asked me w stop, |
wonld stop immedintely. But your
action would hove cavsed me o o
of stress and fristation. which

would inevitahly resurface in other

waiys. 10 the same with your dog.
There 1= fallout from pumishirnent,
even if youdon't see it at frst,
Andd, suppressing a behavior
doesn’t solve the underiving
problem, Was [ humming under
my breath because something in
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the envircmment stressed me out?
1 wou force me Lo stop
humming, 'm sill afeaid of that
thing in the environment. Maybe
pow 171 Fash out at the person
next Woome because meven more
nervous! Theee's a lot moare Lo
dealing with canine behavior
issues than punishing and
suppressing behavior,

T'sea o lotol ageression cases.
Some ane dog-to-dog apgression,
bt st are dogs who have bitten
pecple, The bites range i mild
(more of a nip, perhaps with slgh
bruising) (o severe, Le. inflicting
multiple puncture wounds on
multiple people. The fact is, dogs
do nol go from being loving,
doctle fanuly members one day 0
violently attacking the nexi (unless
something is nuuﬁl:nll}- i
Drogs whi bite severely hive had a
lot of practice leading up o i
They get more confident over
e, That's why behavior issies
should be reated ot the first signs.
and without Force, 1 have been
cilled i many tmes o work with
dies who have previously seen a
truiner who used shock collars to
"eure” the agpression. In every
one of those cases, the “shock

tregitment” had immediately
stippressed the behavior, making 1
lowale Bike the problerm was
sofved—ithen the behayior
returmed, or o worse one presented
iself, resulting in even more
damige o unda. Fortumately, the
vast majority of those dogs coypld
still be helped. The scary part is
the pitential damage thise dogs
could have mtlicted, and
sormetimes did. in the meantime.

Mo for the good news. 11 v
dop has a sound temperament Lo
begin with, and you use pentls,
positive training methods, your
dogz has no reason to ever showy
signs of ageression. | have worked
with o few dog owners recently
who wers wornied, because of'the
recent dog mriuling case, that thew
own sweel, wonderiul dog nnghi
suddenly “turn on them,” | have
even heard of cases wherne people
gave up their dogs based on
fennr, Please, don’t make hasty
Judgments. Even dags who fre
showing the first signsof |
aggression can be helped with
positive methods. Using truly
positive amng technigques, and
miethods based on paychology
rather than force, is the way oy
ensure a happy, healthy, loving
relationship with your dog o
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